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unlikely stars of three short films produced by HHMI. The movies 
premiered at a red carpet event attended by 600 teachers at the 
National Association of Biology Teachers annual meeting last Octo-
ber. They are the first of a series of 10-minute science films that use 
storytelling to teach topics in evolutionary biology. 

The stars were naturals for their parts. For example, the Antarctic 
icefish, whose blood is as clear as the ice water it lives in, provides a 
stunning illustration of an animal adapting to a hostile environment.

“Film is a powerful way to tell stories,” says HHMI Vice Presi-
dent for Science Education Sean B. Carroll. “You can have moving 
images and animations. You can hear scientists talking in their own 
words and see the places where they do their own work. The right 
story, told well, can be engaging, informative, and memorable.”

The idea for the series came to Carroll 
when he was a consulting producer for the 
public television program NOVA. He saw 
how much footage was left on the cutting-
room floor and recognized the potential of 
this unused film.

The three movies were assembled by 
award-winning filmmakers Sarah Holt and 
Bill Anderson, using video already shot for 
NOVA specials as well as new interviews 
with scientists to tie the stories together.

HHMI’s recently launched film produc-
tion unit will begin making feature-length 
films soon, and the team plans to use foot-
age from that effort to create additional 
short films. The goal is to have a library 
of dozens of short films, with companion 
resources such as online animations, videos, 
and lesson plans, to help teachers connect 
the movies to their curricula. 

HHMI’s education resource group is already talking to teachers 
to identify important topics for future films. “I think there’s a really 
healthy dynamic, even a tension, between the way filmmakers want 
to tell a story—with pace and drama—and the way educators want to 
make sure certain points are hit upon and made clear,” says Dennis 
W.C. Liu, who heads the group. “And so it’s important to us that this 
is a collaboration, a constant back and forth, between those groups.”

More importantly, Liu and Carroll want the films to show stu-
dents the process of scientific discovery. “By telling these stories, we 
hope we will excite students and encourage them to look deeper 
into these topics,” Liu says. W

New Open Access Journal  
Gets Name and Editorial Team
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are a step closer to launching a top-tier journal with the recent 
announcement of the publication’s editorial team and name.

The open-access research journal will be called “eLife,” reflecting  
its coverage of a full range of life and biomedical sciences, from the most  
fundamental science to translational, applied, and clinical research.

eLife will aim to develop an unparalleled editorial service for 
authors, designed and run by an outstanding team of active research-
ers, led by editor-in-chief and HHMI investigator Randy Schekman. 
Schekman is joined at the helm of eLife by managing executive 
editor Mark N. Patterson, most recently director of publishing at the 
Public Library of Science. 

“Mark has enormous experience with online publications and in 
open-access publishing,” says Schekman. “He played a fundamental  

role in helping to launch the Public Library of Science and in estab-
lishing it as a pioneer of open access and innovative scholarly 
publishing in the life sciences.”

Two deputy editors have joined the leadership team—Fiona Watt, 
at the University of Cambridge, UK, and Detlef Weigel, from the Max 
Planck Institute for Developmental Biology, Tubingen, Germany. 

The team has selected 17 active and prominent scientists to serve 
as senior editors, and up to five more will be added in the coming 
months. About 150 additional scientists will complete the roster as 
members of a board of reviewing editors. 

eLife is expected to publish its first issue in late 2012. W

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N :  Visit hhmi.org/biointeractive/shortfilms to download the movies 
and companion resources.

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N :  Go to www.hhmi.org/news/elife20111107.html to learn more about 
eLife and its editorial team.
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The Antarctic icefish, which stars in a new short film by HHMI, has adapted to  

an icy environment by getting rid of its hemoglobin and red blood cells.

Short Films Make  
Evolutionary Biology Memorable 
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