
 

Anthropocene Resources on HHMI BioInteractive 

Lectures 

Lecture Series: Biodiversity in the Age of Humans, 2014 Holiday Lectures on Science 
(http://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/biodiversity-age-humans). In six half-hour lectures, three leading scientists describe the state 
of biodiversity on our planet and how to face the great challenges that lie ahead. 

Lecture Series: Changing Planet: Past, Present, Future, 2012 Holiday Lectures on Science 
(http://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/changing-planet-past-present-future). In four presentations, leading scientists Andrew H. Knoll 
of Harvard University, Naomi Oreskes of the University of California, San Diego, and Daniel P. Schrag of Harvard University guide us 
on an exciting exploration of the history of life on Earth and discuss present-day concerns about climate change. 

Short Films 

Short Film: Popped Secret: The Mysterious Origin of Corn (http://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/popped-secret-mysterious-
origin-corn).  Where did corn come from? Genetic and archeological data point to what may seem like an unlikely ancestor: a wild 
Mexican grass called teosinte. 

Interactive Tutorials (Click and Learns) 

Click and Learn: Paleoclimate: A History of Change (http://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/paleoclimate-history-change). Earth's 
climate is a complex system controlled by many factors. This Click and Learn will examine the two most important factors: solar 
radiation and the composition of Earth's atmosphere. 

Click and Learn: The Anthropocene: Human Impact on the Environment (http://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/anthropocene-
human-impact-environment). Explore key human impacts on the environments and how they have affected Earth’s landscape, 
ocean, atmosphere, and biodiversity with this engaging interactive. 

Animations 

Animation: The Geologic Carbon Cycle (http://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/geologic-carbon-cycle).  CO2 emitted by volcanoes 
into the atmosphere is removed by a series of chemical reactions related to rock weathering. 

Animation: Malaria: Human Host (http://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/malaria-human-host).  When a malaria-carrying 
mosquito bites a human host, the malaria parasite enters the bloodstream, multiplies in the liver cells, and is then released back into 
the bloodstream, where it infects and destroys red blood cells. 

Animation: The Greenhouse Effect (http://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/greenhouse-effect).  Sunlight that warms Earth is re-
emitted as infrared radiation, which is absorbed by greenhouse gases and causes further warming. 

Classroom Activities 

Poster: Earth Evolution – The Intersection of Geology and Biology (http://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/poster-earth-
evolution-intersection-geology-and-biology). A poster which illustrates how the Earth has evolved over the past 4.6 billion years, and 
highlights how that evolution influences biological evolution. 

Poster: The Anthropocene – Human Impact on the Environment (http://www.hhmi.org/biointeractive/poster-anthropocene-
human-impact-environment). A poster which illustrates many ways that humans are affecting the earth. 
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