
H o w a r d  H u g H e s  M e d i c a l  i n s t i t u t e

The Howard Hughes Medical Institute, a non-profit 
medical research organization that ranks as one of the 
nation’s largest philanthropies, plays a powerful role in 
advancing biomedical research and science education 
in the United States. In the past two decades HHMI 
has made investments of more than $8.3 billion for the 
support, training, and education of the nation’s most 
creative and promising scientists. The Institute commits 
more than $600 million a year for research and distrib-
utes $80 million in grant support for science education. 

HHMI’s flagship program in biomedical research rests 
on the conviction that scientists of exceptional talent, 
commitment, and imagination will make fundamental 
biological discoveries for the betterment of human 
health if they receive the resources, time, and free-
dom to pursue challenging questions. The Institute’s 
321 investigators, selected through rigorous national 
competitions, include 10 Nobel Prize Winners and 111 
members of the National Academy of Sciences. Hughes 
laboratories, found at 66 distinguished U.S. universi-
ties, research institutes, medical schools, and affiliated 
hospitals, employ nearly 700 post docs and provide 

training opportunities for more than 1,000 graduate 
students each year. 

The Janelia Farm Research Campus will further extend 
HHMI’s commitment to research and discovery when it 
opens in Fall 2006. Janelia Farm will probe fundamental 
biomedical questions best addressed through a collab-
orative, interdisciplinary culture. It will initially focus on 
the identification of general principles that govern how 
information is processed by neuronal circuits and de-
velopment of imaging technologies and computational 
methods for image analysis. 

All the researchers at Janelia Farm—including its most 
senior group leaders—will engage in active bench sci-
ence and work in small teams that cross disciplinary 
boundaries that bring chemists, physicists, computa-
tional scientists, and engineers into close collaboration 
with biologists. This highly interactive culture will 
provide a strong foundation for Janelia Farm’s graduate 
training program. Joint programs have been estab-
lished with the University of Chicago and the University 
of Cambridge; other partnerships are being negotiated.

As HHMI’s first freestanding campus, Janelia Farm will 
also serve as a collaborative hub for Institute investigators 

and the international researchers supported through 
its grants program. These scientists—and others from 
around the world—will have the opportunity to live at 
Janelia Farm during longer-term collaborations and to 
participate in an active conference program that kicks 
off in Fall 2006 with six major meetings.

The HHMI grants program emphasizes initiatives with 
the power to transform graduate and undergraduate 
education in the life sciences. HHMI has challenged 
graduate schools to change their training programs 
in order to shorten the time it takes to translate basic 
science discoveries into new medical treatments and, 
in partnership with the National Institutes of Health, 
supports a parallel initiative to encourage interdisci-
plinary graduate studies. Through aggregate invest-
ments of more that $1.2 billion, the Institute has sought 
to reinvigorate life science education at both research 
universities and liberal arts colleges and to engage the 
nation’s leading scientists in teaching.



t r a v e l i n g  t o  J a n e l i a  F a r M 

Janelia Farm Research Campus is located at 

19700 Helix Drive in Ashburn, Virginia.

From Washington, D.C., and Points East

•   Take I-66 West to Exit 67 (toward Dulles Airport and  

I-495 North/Baltimore).
•  Follow signs to Route 267 West (Toll Road).
•   Continue on Route 267 West and take Route 7 (Exit 16, 

Leesburg Pike) toward Leesburg.*
•  Continue west on Route 7 for 15 miles.
•  Turn right at sign for Janelia Farm Research Campus.

From Maryland and Points North
•   Take I-95 South toward Washington, D.C., and exit going 

onto I-495 (the Capital Beltway). 
•   Continue on I-495 into Virginia and exit at Route 267 

going west (Toll Road).
•  Follow the directions from Washington, D.C.*

From Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport

•   Exit the airport and follow signs to George Washington 

Memorial Parkway heading north. 
•   Continue on the GW Parkway and merge onto I-495 south 

toward Virginia. 
•   Exit I-495 heading toward Route 267 West (Toll Road). 

Follow directions from Washington.*

From Washington Dulles International Airport

•   Exit airport going toward Washington. Exit onto Route 28 

North toward Sterling for 5 miles. 
•   Merge onto Leesburg Pike (Route 7) traveling west 

toward Leesburg. 
•   Turn right at sign for Janelia Farm Research Campus.

From Points West

•   Follow I-66 or Route 50 East to Route 15 North. Follow 

Route 15 and exit at 
•   Leesburg Pike (Route 7) traveling east.
•   Turn left at the sign for Janelia Farm Research Campus. 


