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expert in global information 
technology (IT), has been 
named HHMI’s next Vice 
President of Information 
Technology. Jibrell joined 
the Institute in March 2010, 
after a seven-year tenure at the 
Ford Foundation.

“Mohamoud brings a 
wealth of experience to 
HHMI as a leader in infor-
mation technology within 
the nonprofit sector,” says 

Robert Tjian, president of HHMI. “He brings vision, as well as 
a demonstrated ability to collaborate effectively across a distrib-
uted organization.”

At the Ford Foundation in New York, Jibrell served as chief 
technology officer, overseeing IT operations in 13 locations. He led 
major initiatives to streamline the foundation’s IT operations and was 
involved in developing and implementing new enterprise-wide sys-
tems to support its worldwide grant-making activities. These efforts 
included implementing a strategic plan, integrating global IT infra-
structure, and consolidating application systems into a single facility.

As chief information officer and director of information tech-
nology for the Washington, D.C.-based American Psychiatric 
Association (APA) from 2001 to 2002, Jibrell led a major realign-
ment of the systems that support the APA’s publishing and other 
activities. He also has extensive experience in the manufacturing 
sector and held positions in IT and product management with the 
Thermo King Corp., a division of the Ingersoll-Rand Co. that man-
ufactures heating and cooling systems, from 1992 to 2001. From 
1998 to 2001, he was a global product manager responsible for a 
line of bus air conditioning systems manufactured in the United 
States, the Czech Republic, China, and Brazil.

Trained as a mechanical engineer, Jibrell received his bachelor’s 
degree from Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut, and began 
his career as an engineer with the Otis Elevator Co., a subsidiary of 
United Technologies Corp. in Farmington, Connecticut. He was 
born in Somalia and moved to the United States as a teenager. He 
lives in Vienna, Virginia, with his wife Teha and their three children.

Jibrell serves on the board of Samasource, a nonprofit organi-
zation that leverages the power of the Internet to provide paying 
work to marginalized people, including refugees and disadvantaged 
women around the world. He is also a board member of XBRL 
US, Inc., a nonprofit consortium that supports business report-
ing standards in the United States through the adoption of XBRL 
(extensible business reporting language). W

Lummis Elected HHMI Trustee
f r E d  r .  L u M M I s ,  A  h O u s t O N  bu s I N E s s M A N  A N d  E N t r E p r E N E u r ,  
has been elected a Trustee of HHMI. He becomes one of 11  Trustees  
of the Institute.

Lummis, 56, is Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Plat-
form Partners LLC, a Houston, Texas-based investment company 
that he cofounded in 2006. Before founding Platform Partners, he 
managed private equity investments for two successor firms, The 
CapStreet Group and Summit Capital.

Lummis began his business career at Texas Commerce Bank in 
1978 and ultimately managed a venture capital portfolio for the bank 
before becoming senior vice president of the private investment firm 
of Duncan, Cook & Co. in 1986. From 1994 to 1998, Lummis served 
as Chairman, President, Chief Executive Officer, and a director, 
until 2008, for American Tower Corporation—today the largest inde-
pendent operator and owner of telecommunications towers in the 
world. In 1998, he took over Advantage Outdoor Co. and managed 
its operations until it merged with Lamar Advertising Co. in 2000.

A trustee of Baylor College of Medicine in Houston since 1996, 
Lummis also serves as Chairman of Cardtronics and a director of 

Landmark FBO, TRE Finan-
cial Services, Avalon Advisors, 
and Amegy Bancorporation. 
He is a cum laude graduate 
of Vanderbilt University, in 
Nashville, Tennessee, where 
he captained the men’s tennis 
team. He received his M.B.A. 
from the University of Texas 
at Austin. He and Claudia, his 
wife of 33 years, have three 
grown sons.

Lummis and his family 
have a long association with 
HHMI. His father, William R. Lummis, served as a charter Trustee 
of the Institute for more than two decades, until he retired in 2007. 
The elder Lummis played a critical role in reorganizing the Insti-
tute following the death of Howard R. Hughes, Jr., the Institute’s 
founder and Lummis’s cousin. W

Jibrell Selected as Vice President 
of Information Technology
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