
Rohit Va rma heads a $6 mill i on eye stu dy. He works with leading scien ti s t s . He can

l ectu re of f the top of his head . So shouldn’t te aching a class of k i n der ga rtn ers be a snap for him? 

Not at all . Two ye a rs ago,Va rm a ,an oph t h a l m o l ogist at the Un ivers i ty of So ut h ern Ca l i forn i a ,c a rri ed

a skel eton — du bbed Peter — to his son’s kinder ga rten cl a s s . He qu i ck ly launch ed into the basics of bon e s ,

making it all the way down to the rib cage before a gi rl poi n tedly ra i s ed her hand.S h e

w a n ted to know one thing:Wh ere did the skel eton come from? “Th en the dam bro ke ,”

Va rma rec a ll s . Su d den ly, a n o t h er child—and then another — j oi n ed in the ch oru s

of qu e s ti on s . Was this a de ad pers on? What happen ed? How did Va rma get hold of

the body? Va rma shot a look at the te ach er. She smiled—and stood back .

S peaking to a room full of s c i en tists is one thing. Standing before a class of

k i d s — wh et h er kinder ga rtn ers or high - s ch ool sen i ors—is som ething el s e .Wi t h

k i d s , Q-and-A isn’t just an after-talk interva l ,i t’s a way of l i fe .

If you have an hour to share with a cl a s s ,h ow can you make the time co u n t ?

Af ter plen ty of tri a l - a n d - error, s c i en ce edu c a tors and savvy vo lu n teers have som e

h a rd - e a rn ed tips to of fer. “Talking to kids can be a great boost for any scien-

ti s t ,”s ays Nancy Moren o,h e ad of the h h m i- f u n ded Scien ce Edu c a ti on Le ad-

ership Fell ows Program (s el f) at Bayl or Co ll ege of Medicine in Ho u s ton .

“And these are skills you can learn .”

✎Tip 1: K n ow Your Au d i e n c e
To give a great talk, s tu dy up on your stu den t s .You could prob a bly guess

that fo u rth graders aren’t re ady to run gel s — but did you know that even

ei ghth graders have a hard time grasping the com p l ex i ties of d na? 

Making 
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Grade

Rohit Va r m a Õs ske l eton drew a flurry of unex p e cte d

q u e stions in his so nÕs kinderg a rten class.
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Some re s e a rchers go all out to teach children about science. ✎ BY KAT H RYN BROW N
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