
November 2oo7 |  H H M I B U L L E T I N

Connecting Research Institutions 
with Local Communities  

T O  B R I D G E  R E S E A R C H  I N S T I T U T I O N S  W I T H 

their local communities and to spark 
the public’s interest in science, particu-
larly among young students, HHMI has 
awarded $22.5 million for educational 
programs at 31 institutions around the 
country. The grants are going to medical 
schools, hospitals, research institutions, a 
school of dentistry, and a school of veteri-
nary medicine. Ranging from $529,308 
to $750,000 to be distributed over a five-
year period, the grants will support new 
outreach programs or ongoing activities 
with a demonstrated record of success 
in broadening access to science across 
diverse populations.

“Many of these insti tutions are 
reaching out to traditionally underserved 
populations,” says Jill Conley, director 
of HHMI’s precollege science education 
program. “They are also engaging girls in 
science at a particularly critical time in 
their educational development.”

A number of the grantees aim to improve 
science education by enhancing teachers’ 
knowledge of scientific concepts and how 
science is done. Their programs will help 
teachers develop hands-on, inquiry-based 
activities for the classroom. Other projects 
will target students directly, teaching them 
how to think like scientists. And some will 
strengthen parents’ and other commu-
nity members’ understanding of scientific 
concepts, thereby enriching the network 
available for fostering children’s interest  
in science. 
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